Infectivity of Faeces
The dissemination of infective hepatitis in the Western Desert was studied by Kirk (1945) The cumulative effect of such personal habits is that for a long time after he has entered the country, the officer denies himself the opportunity for intake of subminimal infective doses of virus. The commissioned class so constitute an unprotected herd, and as soon as the first-class case develops in a mess, infection rapidly spreads in the direction of intimate susceptible contacts. Before abandoning this topic the writer feels that in the past, failure to discover the cause of jaundice has attracted too much inquiry to more readily available facts and figures such as, in particular, the susceptibility of officers. We believe that the latter has been accorded exaggerated medical publicity disproportionate to its proper value as useful epidemiological data. The higher incidence among officers was best observed under the particular set of conditions under which they and other ranks lived and fought at the time of the Middle East Campaign. It remains to be seen if the same difference will be repeated elsewhere.
Mixed Units, Air Crews, and Civilians in Britain.?If the above explanation were right, in circumstances where officers and men serve together one would expect the incidence of the disease to be similar. This may be so with air crews (see Ford, 1937 ; Cullinan, 1939; Newman, 1939; Lisney, 1943 \ Evans, 1942 Cookson, 1944 (See Trask et al., 1938 , 1940 Kramer et al., 1939 ; Sabin and Ward, 1941 ;  and Paul, In , Steiner (1944) and Beattie and Marshall (1944) . The latter also discovered that it was possible to reduce the incubation period of serum jaundice to thirty days by feeding infective serum. Evidence in favour of their identity has been provided by Sheehan (1944) , who noticed that infective hepatitis virus may be conveyed from one man to another by unsterile needles and syringes used for aspirating blood, and that the ensuing malady assumed the character of typical serum jaundice after an incubation period of three months. Efforts to isolate virus from the faeces of serum jaundice cases by MacCallum (1945) anc^ Neefe, Stokes and Gellis (1945) 
